
In this newsletter  

That is all what it is about, 

enjoying your horse and if 

you happen to be the proud 

owner of an Icelandic Horse; 

enjoying your  gaited Ice-

landic! Especially when I 

have a ride at Karioitahi 

beach, On the West Coast 

near Waiuku. When the tide 

is low you have a huge sand  

are(n)a to play on and every 

now and the ôtake a plungeô 

into the surf .  

Unfortunately I did not have 

time to ride the horses of 

lately due to some renova-

tions we were doing in our 

kitchen, bathroom and bed-

room. Before I knew I was 

cleaning, sanding, painting 

and all the things you have to 

do when they start turning 

parts of your house upside 

downé 

Never mind, the results are 

great and we are now truly 

enjoying our country style 

kitchen, new bathroom and 

slide door exit from our bed-

room to the sunny deck. 

What more do you want. 

I do not think the horses ac-

tually did mind their un-

planned break. They are hav-

ing a field day with only the 

two of them on a big, hilly 

paddock.  

On top of that it has been, 

and still is wet wet weté. 

Anyway, I am looking forward 

to start riding them again!  

  

 

In this newsletter: Exciting 

information on the import of 

an Icelandic horse in as early 

asé..1868! More then 100 

years earlier then we initially 

thought. Read more about it 

on page 2.   

Some thoughts about train-

ing, information on bits avail-

able through Lífland, an inter-

net magazine from Eiðfaxi, 

the Landsmót and more .  

Happy reading, 

Jennie Boerema 

Skógarrönd Ltd. 

www.vikinghorse.co.nz 

Enjoying your Icelandic Horse 

Biskup and  Þótti at the 

beach 
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The information below was for-
warded to us by Þorgeir Guðlaugs-
son from the Netherlands. Þorgeir, 
born in Iceland, is an official transla-
tor, publicist and freelance writer. 
Þorgeir is also an international Ice-
landic Horse Sport judge. Together 
with Els van der Meulen he breeds 
Icelandic Horses on a small scale at 
their stud Nornabæli in the northern 
part of the Netherlands.   

 

ñ It is not certain when the first Ice-
landic horses were brought to Oce-
ania but it is likely to have been 
soon after the Danish trade monop-
oly was abolished on Iceland in the 
mid 19

th
 century. In 1851 the first 

British merchants got permissions to 
buy horses on Iceland and bring 

those to dealers in the UK. The 
trade was slow at first but grew soon 
to be several thousands animals a 
year. Once in the UK the horses 
were sold at huge animal auctions, 
like those of Gateshead, and went 
from there all over the British Isles. 
In the earlier days many of the 
horses were bought for colliery pur-
poses but later also as 
riding horses and for 
breeding. Towards the 
end of the 19

th
 century 

Icelandic horses were 
even used for har-
nessed pace racing at 
race courses all 
across the UK. British 
horse dealers also 
sold Icelandic horses 

abroad, mainly to the US and Can-
ada but also to other Common-
wealth countries. The first mention 
in writing of Icelandic horses in Aus-
tralia is from January 1863 when 
four animals arrived in Hobsonôs 
Bay. The horses came from Liver-
pool with the carrier Venus after a 
voyage of nearly 3 months. The 

Melbourne based 
newspaper The Argus 
reported on this un-
usual freight and 
mentioned that the 
horses were in good 
order. Few days later 
the Icelandic horses 
were sold at the Mel-
bourne horse market 
by the well-known 
horse dealers W.C. 

The vulcano is silent now but caused a lot of havoc for the people and animals in 

Iceland. Crops and grazing land have been destroyed, houses covered under a 

layer of ash.  The airports around various cities in Europe have been disrupted, 

that is of course causing inconvenience for many travelers. But it also  shows you 

also how vulnerable the busy air-traffic in Europe is!  

I hope the people in Iceland are able to go on with their normal lives and lets hope 

it will attract many new visitors and thus give a boost to the economy in Iceland! 

Vulcano 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic.  

standard time to be able to be regis-
tered in a studbook). 

Thanks Þorgeir for this very interest-
ing information! The copy of the ad-
vertisement in the Daily Southern 
Cross, 24 December 1868 comes 
from the website 
www.paperspast.natlib.govt.nz of 
the National Library of New Zea-
land. I wonder what happened with 
the horses which were transported 
to Australia in 1863. In an article in 
one of the Eiðfaxi magazines, Þor-
geir mentioned Icelandic Horses 
were used in the UK for harness 
racing. Mares were also crossbred 
to breed larger race horses. Later 
the breed was called ñStandard 
bredò (they had to race below a set 

Yuille & Co for the average price of 
£21 each. The first reporting of an 
Icelandic horse in New Zealand 
dates few years later or from De-
cember 1868. The Auckland based 
newspaper Daily Southern Cross 
informs ñthat Captain Logan of the 
s.s. Hero has brought with him from 
Sidney a beautiful little Iceland 
pony, witch no doubts he will be 
willing to dispose of should he get a 
sufficient offer.ò Few days later the 
animal was advertised for sale in 
Daily Southern Cross as being an 
imported Iceland pony, strong, 
hardy and active; a good hack and 
excellent in harness. ñ 

 

Continued: Icelandic Horses Down Under 

In 1851 the first British 

merchants got permissions to 

buy horses on Iceland  

Icelandic horses Down Under as soon as 1860õs 

 

Source: National Library of 

New Zealand 

www.paperspast.natlib.govt.nz  
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As you all know by now, the Lands-

mót in 2010 unfortunately had to be 

cancelled due to the outbreak of an 

infectious disease amongst the 

horses.  On top of that, the eruption 

of the volcano and not to mention 

the financial crisis, this was some-

thing they were not waiting foré. 

The loss was not only for Iceland 

but also the organizing committees 

and the FEIF.  

Luckily a lot of horses have recov-

ered by now and not many have 

died from the contagious  disease. 

The next Landsmót will now be held 

in 2012, in Reykjavik, as normally 

scheduled. The Landsmót is held 

every two year, in between the 

World Championships.  

Next year, in 2011, the WC will be 

held in St Radegund, Austria. 

Landsmót and WC 

 

 

collecting your horse, i.e. engaging the 

hind quarters by putting more energy in 

your horse and at the same time making 

half-halts with the reins. Instead of going 

faster, he will engage his hind quarters 

and lift up his front quarters. Note; all 

this should be accompanied with a soft, 

light and supple contact with the reins. 

Far too often horses are seen ridden in 

tölt with a hollow back, heads up to-

wards the sky and pulling hands on the 

reins.  It might be tölt but not a long last-

ing one since the horse is not using his 

body properly!  

Although the average riding instructor in 

NZ does not know much about the gaits, 

they are however able to help you with 

the proper way of doing basic dressage 

exercises. If you do not have access to 

an Icelandic Horse trainer in your area, 

seek advice form certified instructors, 

they should be able to give you the right 

instructions. See also the article on 

coaching.  

Next a picture of my good old competi-

tion horse; Falki. Falki is a fourgaiter 

with an amazing fast tempo tölt. I had 

the best ever results with him after a 

weekend clinic with the late Bernd Vith, 

packed with dressage exercises!  

Many horses probably will have had a 

break during the wet winter months.  

Just like with us, you have to work on 

building up the fitness level of your 

horse. Donôt start where you left since 

his muscles have to be trained to that 

level again. Instead, start with some 

easy short rides, and slowly build up the 

frequency, duration and distance of your 

rides and difficulties of the training.  

As I wrote in the last newsletter, dres-

sage exercises are important, no matter 

what discipline you are riding. Through 

the dressage exercises the horse learns 

to use his body properly and therefore at 

the end he will last longer. Horse riding 

is one of the sports with a never ending 

learning curve. No matter for how long 

you have been riding, there is always 

something new to learn. If you have a 

subscription on the Eiðfaxi magazine, 

you might have noticed the training 

methods have changed a lot over the 

last decade. The difference between 

riding other breeds and Icelandic Horses 

is becoming less and less. Both meth-

ods have dressage as their basis. For  

example; a horse naturally carries 60% 

of his weight on the front legs and 40% 

on the hind legs. In order to let him carry 

himself properly in the tölt, he has to 

transfer more weight to his hind legs, in 

other words, he has to ósitô more on his 

hind legs . This can only be achieved by 

Training  

A horse naturally carries 60% 

of his weight on his front legs  
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Equestrian Sport New Zealand re-

cently started a coaching program 

based on International FEI require-

ments. I decided to enroll to this 

program in order to be even of bet-

ter assistance to owners of Icelandic 

Horses with professional and up to 

date coaching. Trainings methods 

are changed and adapted con-

stantly and it is important to stay 

updated. 

The program is very much like the 

European model of the FEIF 

(Federation of Icelandic Horse As-

sociations) Icelandic Horse trainers 

program.  

Next an example of a well trained 

horse; Trúr frá Wetsinghe, one of 

the highest assessed four gaited 

stallions, and half brother to our 

stallion Þótti frá Wetsinghe. 

land. You can however order them 

through Lífland in Iceland. 

The web shop of Lífland has the best 

selection of Icelandic gear and gifts.  

In our previous newsletter I mentioned 

the new Sprenger KK-Conrad Ultra . I 

have been using these new bits now for 

a couple of months and I am very 

pleased with them, as are my horses.   

It is very important to get the right size 

for your horse. If you are not sure, ask 

your horse dentist.  

As far as I know these bits are not avail-

able in the smaller sizes in New Zea-

Lifland  (advertisement)  

Eiðfaxi is THE international magazine 

for the Icelandic Horse owner. Whether 

you are a breeder,  trainer, competitionï 

or leisure rider, there are interesting 

articles catering for all.  

The latest issue had articles on ice tölt, 

competitions, stallion shows, breeding, 

confirmation, travel equipment,  a FEIF 

conference, horse massage and much 

more.  

Eiðfaxi now also offers an online sub-

scription. Visit their website for more 

information: www.eidfaxi.is   

 

Eiðfaxi (advertisement)  

For a subscription on Eiðfaxi 

magazine, email isf@eidfaxi.is 

or ingibj örg@eidfaxi.is   

Coaching 
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At Sk·garrºnd we sell the Benniôs Har-

mony range of high quality saddles and 

bridles specially designed for the Ice-

landic Horse.  

Occasionally we also will have some 

second hand good quality saddles for 

sale. Please contact us for more infor-

mation 

Benniõs Harmony (advertisement)  

to grow up in a 

herd situation, 

preferably with 

horses of differ-

ent ages.  The 

young horses 

will be taught 

how to behave 

by older, ex-

perienced 

horses. 

Horses are herd animals. In the wild 

they live in small herd consisting of 

some mares and foals, young horses 

and a stallion. The colts are thrown out 

of the herd when they will become a 

threat to the stallion. They usually live in 

small bachelor groups. They try to either 

steal some mares from other herds or 

compete with a stallion for his herd. 

If you own a horse you have to bear in 

mind in order to be well socialised it has 

At Skógarrönd our 

herd is slowly 

growing and we 

are now able to 

raise our horses in 

small herds.  The 

foals will stay as 

long as possible 

with  

Herd animals 

In combination with our imported mare 

Hugför frá Kopavógi, he has produced 

two great foals; the two year old gelding 

Áki and the 9 month old Brynja. (see the 

picture in the next article). Áki is a five 

gaiter with a natural tölt, Brynja is a four 

gaiter with high leg movements. 

If you are interested in ĩ·ttiôs services 

or would like to know more about 

our breeding, please contact us for 

more information. 

 Þótti is a pure bred 5-gaited totally 

black stallion. Imported in 2003 from the 

Netherlands, he presents very good 

bloodlines from famous Icelandic stal-

lions like Hrafn frá Holtsmúla and Sörli 

frá Sauðarkróki.  

One of the highest assessed four gaited 

stallions, Trúr  frá Wetsinghe (see also 

www.trur.de) is his half brother. Their 

mother, Hrefna von Wiesenhof has 

showed she is a really good broodmare 

and produced several high assessed 

stallions. ĩ·ttiôs  father is the friendly 

Pruður frá Wetsinghe. Pruður is praised 

for his high movements and supple 

back, which he consequently passes on 

to his offspring. Recently several of 

PruĦurôs daughters received awards for 

their confirmation and offspring. 

You can imagine we are very proud to 

offer you Þótti for service!  ĩ·ttiôs off-

spring in New Zealand already shows 

he passes on his steady four beat tölt, 

high movement and easy going charac-

ter.  

Breeding at Skógarrönd 

At your service Þótti frá 

Wetsinghe, All Black 5 -gaited 

pure bred Icelandic Horse 

Stallion  
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Skógarrönd Ltd is dedicated to the Ice-

landic Horse. We are breeding quality 

horses on  a small scale, promoting the 

breed Down Under, selling tack, training 

DVD's and books related to Icelandic 

Horses. If you have any questions re-

garding the Icelandic Horse, do not 

hesitate top contact us, we are happy to 

try to answer all your questions regard-

ing the breed! You are most welcome to 

have a look at the herd. Contact us for a 

visit. 

112C Findlay Road 
RD 3 Mauku 
Pukekohe 2678 

Skógarrönd Ltd  

years. Benni Lìndal  also mentions this 

in his book ñHarmony ñ and DVDôs on 

training (see advertisement). You will 

have way more pleas-

ure from a well be-

haved horse and more 

importantly, the horse 

will be grateful to you if 

you have some friends 

for him to play and 

groom with! 

We now have 5 horses  

and the sixth is on its 

way. The mare is graz-

ing with her two young offspring. The 

two young horses have no limits; they 

steal each others food, bump into each 

other (you wonder how much bruises 

they must haveé), race and run to-

gether which often ends in a huge slid-

ing because of the wet weather .  Their 

mother certainly tells them off if they 

bump into her or try to steal her food 

and thus teaches them manners.  

On the picture, Áki and Brynja are en-

joying their frosty breakfast.  

 The stallion is grazing together with the 

gelding outside the breeding season. 

During breeding season he usually 

stays with some mares and foals. He 

keeps his distance and only interferes 

with a mare when she appears to be in 

season. He will be seen playing with 

some foals brave enough to leave their 

mums. But most of his time is spent 

watching and eating. 

 

 Þótti, Hugför and Áki, December 2009 

Phone/Fax: 09 2364145 
Cell phone: 021 2681301 
Email: skogarrond@slingshot.co.nz 
 

the mare, at least 9-10 months, and 

after weaning will return to the herd. 

If you own a young horse, it has to have 

at the very least the 

company of another 

horse, which is able 

to teach the young-

ster proper manners 

as well. Horses on 

their own are bored 

and usually get into 

bad habits and do 

not know how to be-

have among other 

horses. In many ways they are treated  

as pets and have less respect for hu-

mans.  You can imagine these horses 

will also be more difficult to train since 

they will have less respect for the 

trainer. These are the so called back-

yard-horses. Be aware so that you do 

not create such a horse! Icelandic 

Horses are what they are because of 

how they were raised over the 100ds of 

Continued: Herd animals (see page 5) 

At Skógarrönd we care for our 
horses!  

We are on the web; 

wwww.vikinghorse.co.nz 

 

http://www.vikinghorse.co.nz/webapps/site/76837/136924/info/gallery-view.html?info_id=225173

